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U.S.-Mexico war, 
fulfilling the doctrine of 
Manifest Destiny, the 
U.S. ends up with a 
third of Mexico’s 
territory 
1846
U.S. declares war on Spain, the U.S. occupies Cuba, 
Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Phillippines
1905-1954
U.S. intervenes a number of 
times in Latin America (Dominican 
Republic, Cuba, Nicaragua,
Honduras, Panama, Honduras,
Mexico, Haiti, Guatemala, Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, Uruguay and 
Puerto Rico)
CIA directs and supports the 
overthrow of the democratically- 
elected government of Jacobo 
Arbenz, in Guatemala. Almost 40 
years of violence and repression 
1954
1965
U.S. troops land in the 
Dominican Republic to “restore 
order” during an election 
campaign
CIA directs the “contra war” 
against the Sandinista 
government in Nicaragua 
1981
U.S. invasion of Panama
1989
2002
U.S. supports an unsuccessful 
coup in Venezuela, an attempt to 
remove left-populist president 
Hugo Chavez
Monroe Doctrine declares that 
Latin America is within the United 
States’ “sphere of influence”
1823
U.S. intervenes in Nicaragua 
1854-57
1903
Platt Amendment allows Cuba to 
gain “independence”, under which 
the U.S. had the “right” to 
intervene at anytime and forced 
Cuba to cede Guantanamo Bay 
to the U.S.
U.S. encourages and supports 
the creation of the separate state 
of Panama, then a part of 
Colombia
1946
U.S. Army School of the 
Américas opens in Panama
U.S. backed forces to invade 
Cuba but fails at the Bay of Pigs
1973
U.S. backed coup to 
overthrow the 
democratically elected 
government of Salvador 
Allende, in Chile, leaving 
the regime of General 
Augusto Pinochet
1983
U.S. invasion of Grenada
U.S. launches the “War on Drugs” 
with Plan Colombia 
2000
2004
U.S. occupies Haiti
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